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abundance of other useful chat, they fell to talking the old stories over again, about religious husbands, and the necessity there was to have both husband and wife join their endeavours for propagating family religion. The youngest daughter repeated her mother's maxim ; Madam, says she, it was a rule my mother gave us at her death, and which J see so much weight in, that I desire to make it the foundation upon which I would build all my prospects of happiness, viz., that a religious life is the only heaven upon earth. I have added some other things to it since, which my own observation directs me to, but which I believe you will allow to be in their degree just such as these, viz., that a religious family is one of the greatest comforts of a religious life: that where both husband and wife are not mutually, at least if not equally religious, there can never be truly a religious family : that therefore for a religiously inclined woman to marry an irreligious husband, is to entail persecution upon herself as long as she lives. The old lady replied, I find, madam, as young as you are, you have studied this point very well. Indeed, madam, said the eldest sister, my sister has had occasion for it; for she has been hard put to it, what with the offers of an extraordinary match, my father's violent passion, and, among ourselves, madam, not a little the importunity of her own affections, that for my part, I must confess, I wonder she has been able to stand her ground. They are three powerful arguments, I acknowledge, said the old lady: pray, madam, as far as it may be proper, let me know something of the manner; you need not mention persons. I am not inquisitive on that score, I assure you. If my sister give me leave, madam, says the eldest. The youngest said, she left her at liberty. Why then, madam, says she, my father----------.